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Medical  Oijicer  oj  Health — 

R.  DE  veil  king,  M.R.C.S.,  E.R.C.P.,  D.P.II. 

Telephone — Taunton  3389. 


Isolation  Hospital — 

CHEDDON  ROAD, TAUNTON. 

Telephone:  Taunton  2396. 


Sanitary  Inspector — 

EDWARD  WALLER,  Cert,  r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a., 
R.D.C.  Offices,  North  Street,  Wellington,  Somerset. 
Telephone:  Wellington  333  and  334. 
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P.  WITCHELL  ORCHARD,  a.r.v.a.. 

R.D.C.  Offices,  North  Street,  Wellington,  Somerset. 
Telephone:  Wellington  333  and  334. 


Chairman  of  the  Council — 


E.  A.  RICHARDS,  ESQ.,  j.p., 


c.c. 


Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee — 

Captain  J.  WYNDHAM,  j.p. 
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Multiplied  .by  the  factor  0.87  for  the  death  rate  supplied 
by  the  Registrar-General  Ihese  rates  become  comparable  with 
those  for  England  and  Wales : — 

E.  &\V.  Wellington  R.  D. 

Live  Births  Rate  per  1,000  population  14.6  12.4 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  0.55  0.24 

Death  Rate  per.  1,000  population  14.3  12.44 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Idve 

Births  . 55.0  32.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births: — 

(a)  Puerperal  vSepsis  .  0.52  Nil 

(b)  Other  Causes  .  1.64  Nil 


Total  2.16  Nil 


Causes  of  Death  during  1940. 


Came  of  Death. 
All  Causes . 


M. 

51 


F.  Total 
62  113 


Typlioid  and  Paratyphoid . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Diphtheria . 

Influenza  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever  . 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease . 

Syphilis  . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease . 

Diabetes . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc . 

Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

Peptic  Ulcer . 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

Appendicitis  . 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases  . 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  .  . 

Suicide  . 

Other  Violence . 

All  Other  Causes  . 

Total  .  . 
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Infant  Mortality  during  1940. 

Five  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died:  of  these  three  died 
under  seven  days  of  age  owing  to  Prematurity,  and  two  died 
under  one  month  of  age  owing  to  Congenital  defects. 

General  Provision  of  Health  vSer vices  for  the  Area. 

The  Hospitals,  Clinics,  Treatment  Centres  and  Ambulance 
facilities  are  described  in  the  Report  for  1938.  No  changes 
have  occurred  since  then.  This  area  being  one  of  the  Reception 
Districts  for  Evacuees  under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme, 
provision  had  to  be  made  for  the  treatment  of  (a)  Contagious 
Diseases  such  as  Impetigo  and  Scabies;  (b)  Difficult  children 
and  cases  of  Eneuresis,  etc.  The  former  are  admitted  to  Avon¬ 
dale  Sick  Bay  in  Wellington  Urban  District  (13  beds)  and  the 
lattei  in  a  requisitioned  dwelling  at  Westford  (15  beds)  also  in 
the  Wellington  Urban  District.  The  provision  thus  made  has 
served  a  very  useful  purpose.  The  District  has  received  from 
other  areas  the  following  persons  up  to  December  31st,  1940: — 


Unaccompanied  children  .  703 

Mothers  290,  with  children  500  .  790 

Teachers,  Helpers,  etc .  25 

Other  Adults,  aged,  infirm  and  from 

Coastal  Areas  .  .  .  331 

Unofficial  Evacuees  .  450 


Total  2,299 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply.  A  detailed  statement  of  the  Water 
Supplies  of  the  area,  by  Parishes,  was  given  in  the  Report  for 
1938.  The  following  additions  are  to  be  reported: — 

Milverton — Borehole. — The  borehole  near  Olands,  Milver¬ 
ton,  commenced  and  reported  in  the  Report  for  1938  has  been 
completed.  A  Beresford  Submersible  Pump  with  Booster  Pump 
at  ground  level  pumps  the  water  into  a  Gin.  trunk  main  connect¬ 
ing  Furber’s  Well  Reservoir  to  Milverton.  The  bore  was 
carried  down  to  a  depth  of  3G5  feet  but  the  lower  sandstones 
were  found  dry.  Therefore  linings  were  only  inserted  to  a 
depth  of  228  feet  and  the  sujiply  is  obtained  from  above  the 
marl  out  of  the  conglomerates,  the  yield  being  1,400  gallons 
per  hour.  The  supply  is  restricted  to  the  Town  of  Milverton. 
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Wiveliscombe. — During  1935,  a  2in.  Wallace  &  Tiernan 
Automatic  Chlorometer  was  installed  owing  to  some  of  the 
springs  at  Withycombe  being  contaminated  and  others  liable 
to  contamination,  and  during  1936  the  Supplementary  Supply 
from  a  borehole  was  fitted  with  a  Mirlees  Watson  15  h.p.  Electric 
Motor  for  pumping  purposes.  A  combination  of  circumstances 
arose  whereby  the  Chlorometer  broke  down  and  the  electric 
power  for  the  motor  failed  temporarily,  and  in  addition  the 
existing  Chlorometer  could  not  adequately  deal  with  all  the 
water  derived  from  the  springs  and  a  large  amount  was  running 
to  waste.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Council  have  installed 
a  duplicate  Chlorinating  Plant  manufactured  by  the  same  firm 
at  a  cost  of  approximately  £170. 

Fiizhead. — The  water  main  has  been  extended  from  Crid- 
lands  to  Dean  Farm  Gate,  which  will  supply  the  Farm,  two 
Cottages  and  a  Bungalow. 

Langley. — The  Council  are  considering  extending  the 
gravity  supply  portion  of  their  proposed  Water  Sujrply  Scheme 
for  Lower  Langley. 

The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  Analysis  of  Water 
Supplies  during  1940: — 


Origin  of  Water . 

Satisfactory. 

Not 

Satisjaciory. 

Total 

Samples- 

Public  Supplies  . 

29 

5 

34 

Council  Houses  . 

7 

7 

Private  Supplies . 

8 

9 

17 

44 

14 

58 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  is  a  public  Swimming 
Bath  in  the  Recreation  Ground  at  Wiveliscombe,  fed  with 
spring  water  from  Withycombe  and  Coate.  These  spring  waters 
are  badly  contaminated  and  have  to  be  chlorinated.  A  sample 
from  the  Bath  taken  early  in  the  season  gave  a  very  unsatis¬ 
factory  result  bacteriologically  but  the  matter  was  dealt  with 
and  a  further  analysis  gave  a  satisfactory  result. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  areas  in  which  Refuse  Collection 
is  undertaken  by  the  Council  are  given  in  the  Report  for  1938. 
In  addition  to  these  (a)  Milverton — a  weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  is  now  made  in  this  area  with  a  quarterly  collection 
extended  from  Preston  I'arni  Gate  to  Blagroves.  (b)  Ash- 
brittle- A  quarterly  collection  is  made  in  this  area  with 
Bathealton.  (c)  Oake — A  quarterly  collection  is  now  made 
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in  this  area.  From  May  to  December,  1940,  the  following 
materials  have  been  salvaged  by  the  Rural  District  Council 
and  Toe  H. : — 

Waste  Paper — G2  tons  17 J  cwts. 

Rags — 13  cwts.  Bones,  10-1  cwts. 

Iron,  72  tons.  Tins,  25  cwts. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  is  nothing  of  importance 
to  add  to  the  details  given  in  the  Report  for  1933. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Ari':a  . 

The  following  tabular  statement  is  furnished  by  the 
Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  under  Art.  27  (18)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (outside  Dondon)  Regulations,  1935: — 

Nature  and  number  of  Inspections  during  the  yeai  : — 


Dwelling-houses  .  .  .  .  135 

Dwelling-houses  re-inspected  .  .  189 

Slaughter-houses  .  .  .  .  20 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Disinfections  for  Infections  Diseases,  etc.  54 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  .  43 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  .  .  .  70 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  .  .  9 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year: — 

Informal  Notices  .  .  .  .  08 

Statutory  Notices  .  .  .  .  5 

Result  of  Notices  served : — 

Complied  with  .  .  .  .  48 

In  hand  .  .  .  .  .  30 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  I'oou. 

Milk  Supply. — The  usual  routine  work  has  been  carried 
out.  101  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  (against 
91  during  1939)  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  County 
Council’s  Analyst: — 


Dgsif^nation . 

No.  of 
Samples 
tah$n . 

No .  found 
satisfactory 

No .  found 
unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

28 

2;i 

5 

Accredited  . 

51 

12 

Pasteurised  . 

8 

.3 

Examined  for  tubercle  bacilli 

14 

13 

' 

Totals  .  . 

101 

80 

21 
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The  following  Licences  are  in  force  in  the  district  :• — 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  7;  Accredited  Milk,  13. 

and  in  addition  there  is  one  Supplementary  Milk  Licence  for 
the  retail  of  Pasteurised  Milk  within  the  district.  The  Milk 


and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  Register  shows: — 

No.  of  Producers  on  the  Register  .  .  182 

No.  of  Distributors  divided  as  follows: — 

Distributors  only  .  .  .  nil 

Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  .  62 


Meat  vSuppey. — There  are  8  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  in 
the  District,  but  owing  to  the  present  emergency  no  animals 
have  been  slaughtered  in  them  during  the  year.  This  is  done 
at  a  Cential  Depot  in  Taunton  Rural  District,  where  the  meat 
is  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  that  District  before 
distribution  for  human  consumption. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  Nine  in  the  District  and  twelve 
inspections  were  made  of  them. 


Prevaeence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified 
during  the  3^ear: — Measles  79,  Scarlet  Fever  16,  Whooping 
Cough  6,  Diphtheria  4,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  3,  Erysipelas  2, 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 . 

The  rates  for  these  diseases  compared  with  those  for  lingand 
and  Wales  as  a  whole  are  as  follows: — 


W.R.L). 

K.  &  W. 

Measles 

.  9.5 

10.24 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 .9 

1.63 

Whooping  Cough  . 

.  0.7 

1 .34 

Diphtheria  . 

.  0.4 

1.16 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

.  0.3 

0.32 

h'.rvsipelas  . 

0.2 

0.33 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

.  9.5 

1  1  .96 

TUBERCIILOSIS  . 


The  following  notifications  of  New  Cases  were  received  : — 

Male  Respiratory  2,  ages  29  and  32. 

Female  Respiratoiy  3,  ages  16,  24  and  25. 

Female  Non-respiratory  1,  age  4. 


There  were  two  deaths  from  the  disease — Male  1  ,  age  24 
and  female  1,  age  40;  both  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  residing  in  the  District  41  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  21  cases  of  Non-Pulnionarv  Tuberculosis. 
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Taunton  Borough 
Taunton  Rural  .... 
Wellington  U.D.C. 
Wellington  R.  D.  C. 
Dulverton  Rural 
Bridgwater  Rural 
S.C.C.  ♦ 

S.C.C.  X 

Staff 

War  Office 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  I  Public  Assistance. 
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Notes. 

Deaths — Diphtheria  3,  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  8,  Menin¬ 
gitis  I,  T.B.  Meningitis  1,  Acute  Encephalitis  1,  Acute  Pneu¬ 
monia  1,  Puerperal  Sepsis  1;  Total  16. 

Three  were  confirmed  by  post-mortem  examination. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Q.n6.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — These  cases 
are  chargeable  to  the  County  Council,  and  are  not,  therefore, 
included  in  the  particulars  of  the  respective  districts  from  which 
they  were  admitted.  The  particulars  are: — 


Bridgwater 

4 

1  contact  infant 

Taunton  Borough 

4 

1 

}  } 

Wellington  Rural 

2 

Wellington  Urban 

6 

o 

>  } 

Uangport  Rural 

4 

Chard  Rural 

1 

Street  Rural 

1 

Shepton  Mallet 

1 

1  ,, 

)  ) 

Taunton  Rural 

5 

3 

f  f 

28 

8 

Operations — No  serious 

operation . 

Ophthalmia  N eonatorum — These  cases  were  admitted  from 
Bridgwater  and  Taunton  Rural  respectively. 

Hospital  Accommodation — This  has  been  the  heaviest  year 
on  record  and  the  Hospital  accommodation  has  been  consider¬ 
ably  overtaxed. 

7  cases  were  transferred  to  Shepton  Mallet  Isolation 
Plospital. 

17  cases  were  transferred  to  Bridgwater  Isolation  Hospital. 

20  cases  were  transferred  to  Cossington  Isolation  Hospital. 

Cossington  Small  Pox  Plospital  was  taken  over  during  the 
fir.st  week  in  December. 

vStalT  Days,  8,840. 

Sanatorium. — Admissions,  37;  Deaths,  23;  Discharged,  14. 
Total  Patient  Days — 6,751  . 
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